
The 227th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), held 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, addressed 
constitutional governance, racial 

justice, gender justice, denominational 
finances and the direction of the 

church, laying groundwork for work 
continuing through the next assembly.

Co-moderators elected, GA228 to be held in 
Puerto Rico
Commissioners elected the Rev. Marta Pumroy-
Cordero, border ministry coordinator for the Tres 
Rios Border Foundation in Tres Rios Presbytery, and 
the Rev. Dr. Kristopher D. Schondelmeyer, pastor 
and head of staff at First Presbyterian Church in 
Davenport, Iowa, as co-moderators. They will preside 
at GA228, June 11-22, 2028, in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. Commissioners also approved full, in-
person assemblies, including an exhibit 
hall, beginning in 2030.

Budget and per capita
Commissioners approved a balanced 
$188.4 million unified budget for 
Presbyterian Life & Witness (PL
&W) and the A Corporation for the 
2027–2028 biennium, about $5.8 
million more than the previous budget: 
$90.45 million for 2027 and $97.92 million 
for 2028. Per capita rates were set at $13.04 in 2027 
and $12.72 in 2028.

General Assembly Relationships
The GAR Committee approved the new Organization 
for Mission, the structure for the General Assembly as 
the denomination’s highest council, and established 
PL&W and its governing board.

Israel/Palestine
Commissioners approved RIW-04, declaring that the 
Israeli government has violated international law 
prohibiting genocide in its war in Gaza. As amended, 
RIW-04 directs the denomination’s Office of Public 

Witness to advocate against U.S. military sales to 
Israel and purchases from Israel. It also encourages 
members to avoid products from Israeli companies 
linked to violations of international law. 

Constitutional interpretation, missiology, 
and mission co-worker dismissals
Following testimony on staff dismissals during 
World Mission’s closure, the assembly approved 

CON-02, directing PL&W and the A Corporation 
to revise employment policies to prohibit 

nondisclosure covenants for employees, 
with a report due to the 2028 assembly. 
RIW-01 calls for review of the processes 
that terminated mission co-worker 
positions and World Mission. RIW-
02 directs the development of a new 
missiological statement for global 

engagement.

Pastors will now be required to complete 
boundary and abuse-prevention training at least 

every three years. An overture to remove the Board 
of Pensions’ medical coverage requirements was 
rejected.

Commissioners referred CON-10, which seeks 
an authoritative interpretation of monogamy, for 
discussion within the theological framework proposed 
in GEN-09, “Beyond Changing Families.”

Gender and Sexuality Justice
The Constitutional Interpretation Committee rejected 
a call for a special study of the Olympia Overture 
amendments, citing related proposals GEN-06 
and GEN-09. GEN-06 directs the development 



of a mechanism that would allow congregations 
to indicate their openness and readiness to call an 
LGBTQIA+ candidate on their Ministry Discernment 
Profiles. Candidates would be allowed to view 
congregational responses. GEN-09, “Beyond 
Changing Families: Flourishing Relationships and 
Belonging,” seeks a theological framework and a 
study guide on human sexuality and gender that 
reflect the PC(USA)’s commitment to full inclusion.

The assembly reaffirmed support for access to 
medically necessary gender-affirming healthcare 
and approved development of a survey collecting 
non-identifying information about sexual misconduct 
in church settings.

Climate and Environmental Justice
The Climate Justice Committee approved CLJ-02, 
“Changing Course for a Green Future,” directing 
divestment from more than 50 companies by 2030 
and barring new investments in them. All CLJ items 
were placed on the consent agenda, including a call 
for education on regenerative farming and prioritizing 
responses to the climate crisis.

White Christian nationalism
Commissioners voted overwhelmingly to declare 
White Christian nationalism and similar ideologies “a 
theological error” incompatible with the teachings 
of Jesus Christ; language changes in the Book of 
Order require presbytery ratification. Commissioners 
rejected an amendment that would have removed 
references to White Christian nationalism from 
the Special Committee on the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and Race report.

Racial justice
The Racial Justice Committee advanced several 
recommendations strengthening the denomination’s 

anti-racism work, including RAC-04, “The Report 
from the Special Committee on the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) on Race,” directing “PL&W to 
create a tracking system that displays the progress/
completion of all GA business… related to race, 
racism, and White supremacy …”

RAC-01 calls for PC(USA) entities to report to 
the 228th GA on implementation of RGJ-13, the 
2022 Report from the Disparities Experienced 
by Black Women and Girls Task Force. RAC-03, 
the “Resolution on Liberia Project 180,” explores 
establishing theological learning and repair, and 
developing acknowledgment and apology for 
Presbyterian involvement in and support of the 
American Colonization Society and its lasting effects 
on Indigenous Liberians.

Ordered ministry
The Theological Education and Ordination 
Committee approved changes modernizing 
preparation for ministry while preserving 
Presbyterian ordination standards. ORD-02 clarifies 
that ministry preparation in G-2.06 and G-2.07 
of the Book of Order applies to those training for 
the ministry of Word and Sacrament; it requires a 
two-thirds presbytery vote. ORD-03, addressing 
collaborative ministry teams, was approved; ORD-04, 
seeking removal of the time-of-service requirement 
for ruling elders in mid council roles, was not.

A new confession
A newly appointed special committee will continue 
considering a new confession. The draft seeks to 
articulate Christian faith in response to contemporary 
challenges including racism, economic inequality, 
environmental degradation, violence and political 
polarization.
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